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EAST TEXAS NEWS AND EVENTS

By Mark Barringer
The historic town of San Augustine played host to the Association's Spring
meeting in February 2004, during which cooperative weather and a large, enthusiastic contingent of attendees contributed to a successful event Willie Earl
Tindall, John and Betty Oglesbee, and the other local organizers rallied support
from nearly everyone in town, while R.G. Dean, Robert Robertson, and Jim
Maroney constructed a wonderful program. Highlights included Willie Earl and
her choir, a fascinating session on the Big Thicket, and of course the Friday
evening barbecue and entertainment by the Gillette Brothers.
The Lucille Terry Award was presented to Mr. and Mrs. Andy Bergfeld
of Dewberry Plantation in Bullard, Texas, during the Saturday luncheon at the
ETHA meeting in San Augustine. This award, presented each spring by the
East Texas Historical Association and the Texas Forestry Museum, recognizes
outstanding examples of historic preservation in East Texas. The Ralph W.
Steen Award for individuals contributing to the study, teaching, and promotion of East Texas history was presented to 10 Ann Stiles of Beaumont, who
retired recently from teaching history at Lamar University.
The Fall meeting of the East Texas Historical Association will be held on
September 23, 24, and 25 at the Fredonia Inn in Nacogdoches. Vice President
Cary Wintz chairs the program committee, assisted by Sylvia McGrath,
Beverly Rowe, and Jim Smallwood. Last year the program became so difficult
to assemble that we had to schedule a special Thursday afternoon plenary session on East Texas politics. Whether or not such early sessions will become
standard fare is still uncertain, but applications for program spots are increasing each year. Either way, plan on arriving in Nacogdoches carlyon Thursday
to participate in the Sllent Auction and see the sights. The Adolphus Sterne
House, the Old University Building, Minard's Crossing, and other treats await
out-of-towners, and even members who have been attending Fall meetings for
years have somehow managed to miss some of these treasures. Don't let another year go by without fully experiencing the Oldest Town in Texas.
The Georgiana and Max Laie Lecturer for 2004 will be the Honorable
Charlie Wilson, former state senator and congressman from Lufkin. The lecture
will take place on Thursday, September 23, at 7:30 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom
of the University Center on the campus of Stephen F. Austin State University.
The former state senator and congressman from Lufkin has received
much attention from the national media in recent months following the publication of a best-selling book by former "60 Minutes" producer George Crile
tided Charlie Wilson's War. Congressman Wilson is one of the most colorful,
and most influential, poll tical figures to emerge from East Texas during the
past several decades, and his lecture promises to be entertaining. This year
marks the eighth for the Lale Lecture, and Congressman Wilson becomes the
latest in an increasingly distinguished group of speakers.
Beautiful and historic Galveston will be the site for the Association's
next Spring meeting, on February 18 and 19, 2005, at the Tremont House.
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Don Willett is chair of a program committee comprised of members Jim
Maroney, Bryan Simmons, and Patrick Cox. To submit a proposal, contact
Don or one of the committee members through the ETHA web site at
http://www.easttcxashistatical.org.
ETHA board member Jonathan Gerland, director of The History Center
in Diboll, is the latest author to contribute to the Ann and Lee Lawrence Series
of books sponsored by the Association. Jonathan's work, tentatively titled
Steam in the Pines: A History of The Texas State Railroad, is a fine addition
to the series, which also includes John and Betty Oglesbee's San Augustine:
A Texas Treasure, Gail K Beil and Tom Watson McKinney's The Texas and
Pacific Depot in Marshall, Theresa Kurk McGinley's Old Town Spring, and
Fred Tarpley's Jefferson: East Texas Metropolis. Bob Glover's Camp Ford is
out of print. A future Lawrence Series publication, focusing on the historic EI
Camino Real and the communities along this famed road, will be edited by
John and Betty Oglesbee.
The History Center in Diboll houses a collection of rare books, artifacts,
and archival materials focusing on the history of forestry, forest products,
and East Texas forest communities. Director Jonathan Gerland and his staff
offer a myriad of services, from hosting school field trips to assisting professional rescarchers from around the country. Housed in a beautiful, new,
state-of-the-art building, The History Center is located on Hwy. 59 in Diboll.
For more information contact Jonathan at (936) 829-3543 or via email at
j gerl and @txucom.net.
As has become our tradition, ETHA members participated on a panel
titled "East Texans Write the West" at April's meeting of the West Texas
Historical Ass.ociation. Participant, at our session included Allen Hatley of
LaGrange talking about "A New Look at the Frontier Battalion: Judging
Texas State Troops as Lawmen;" Mark Beasley of Hardin-Simmons
University presenting his take on "The Warren Wagon Train Massacre;" and
Mel Johnson of Nacogdoches, who offered an analysis of "The Antebellum
Mormon Cowboys of the Texas Hill Country."
Through November, 2004, the Texas Forestry Museum in Lufkin is hosting two exhibits celebrating the bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark expedition. "Plants of the Lewis and Clark Expedition" and "On the Map: Evolution
of Mapping Technology:' both furnish new insights into the journey undertaken by the members of the Corps of Discovery, the hardship~ they faced.
and the knowledge that they gained. Permanent exhibits at the museum
include the Forest History Wing, the Resource and Management Wing, and
outdoor attractions, including a logging locomotive and a sawmill town depot.
For more information, contact the Texas Forestry Museum at (936) 632-9535
or via email atinfo@treetexas.com.
The ETHA web site has a new address as of this year. If you have not
already, please change your computer bookmarks to http://www.easttexashistorical.org. Our new address provides better web identity as well as the ability to expand our electronic capabilities into online registration and membership in the near future. In addition, the site is constantly undergoing updating
and revision, so check in frequently and let us know what you think.

